
The New Liturgy of the Revised Roman Missal  
Liturgical Minute – Advent 3 

The Third Week of Advent 
 

The first two weeks of advent stressed the second coming of Christ in the future and the need for us 
to repent and prepare for his sudden arrival. Consistent with the liturgical focus of the first two weeks 
of Advent, the lighted candles of the Advent wreath, as well as the priest's vestments, were purple, 
signifying the need for penance in anticipation of the future coming of Christ and a time of judgment. 
But for the third week of Advent, the third candle of the Advent wreath and the vestments of the 
priest are rose-colored, signifying the joy of the coming Christmas season, and our joy in receiving 
forgiveness in Christ. 
 
As we approach the Christmas Season, our thoughts travel back in time before the birth of Christ, 
and before his public ministry, to a time when only prophecies of his coming were known.  As we do 
this, we try to re-live their anticipation of his coming, putting ourselves in the place of those who did 
not know the Christmas story as we do today. 
 
While not knowing this story as we do, those who studied God's word in Scripture were at least 
aware of certain prophecies of his coming.  As early as Genesis 3:15, the serpent (the devil) was told 
that "the seed" or "offspring" of a woman would come to destroy his devilish works.  The phrase 
"seed of a woman" is unique and can be understood as foreshadowing the virgin birth of our Lord.  
Isaiah 7:14 echoes this same prophecy, stating that a "virgin shall be with child, and bear a son, and 
shall name him Immanuel (meaning "God with us").  In fulfillment of such prophecies, all of history 
eventually focused on a humble manger in a little town called Bethlehem, where angels sang their 
song of "Joy to the world, our Lord has come." 
 

 


